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LIU Jinhong', XUAN Qianying”
(1. School of Foreign Languages, Huizhou University, Huizhou Guangdong 516007, China;
2. School of Education, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Hongkong, China)

Abstract: This empirical study, based on the result of an online questionnaire, examines Mandarin
adults’ knowledge of the encoding pattern of state change meaning in causative change of state verbs.
Participants were required to give an acceptability rate of perfective sentences built with Mandarin
monomorphemic verbs conveying a state change meaning for zero-result non-culminating events. The results
reveal that it was easy to accept non-culminating construals (NC) of result-state oriented activity verbs,
while also possible for causative accomplishment verbs. The NC acceptability rate for these two categories of
verbs presents a significant decline. On the other hand, gradable and ungradable verbs lead to NC with an
inconspicuous decline. The findings of this study prove the different lexicalization patterns of state change in
Mandarin monomorphemic verbs and shed light on how they lead to different NC.

Keywords: state change; causative; lexicalization; non-culminating; accomplishment
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