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Aesthetics of Traditional Chinese Medicine in Dream of Red Mansions

TANG Xuebing, WU Shiyin
(Chizhou Open University, Chizhou Anhui 247000, China)

Abstract: In Dream of Red Mansions, a great deal of medical description is an organic part of the work,
which has high aesthetic value and forms the unique aesthetics of traditional Chinese medicine in it. In the
work, the basic trend of character is determined by the congenital disease. Jia Baoyu’s “evil root” and
“obsession”, Lin Daiyu’s “insufficiency” and “sorrow”, Xue Baochai’s “embryo heat poison” and “always

“set” of basic trend of characters. The novel promotes character

ready to be somebody” are all the author’s
development through diagnosis and treatment. A pair of “Tiger-wolf medicine” (that is a powerful drug)
shows Jia Baoyu’s love and its evil consequences, which mercilessly reflects the fate of Lin Daiyu, causing a
wide range of echo and linkage in the plot. Qin Keqing is the first person to see that the mansion will pour
out and prescribe a “remedy for the aftermath”, while Jia Baoyu is the representative, who is hopeless and
useless for his nation or family.

Keywords: Dream of Red Mansions ;traditional Chinese medicine;aesthetic;hopeless
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