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Characteristics and Enlightenments of School-running

Mode of Australia’s University of the Third Age
J1 Yingfei
(Shanghai Putuo Sparetime University, Shanghai 200062, China;
Putuo Branch of Shanghai Open University, Shanghai 200062, China)

Abstract: After years of development, Australia’s universities of the third age have formed a mature
school-running mode, accumulating unique experience and practice in various aspects such as funding sources
and use, students and teachers, school management, curriculum design and registration, social activities and
informal environment teaching, etc.. The school-running mode of Australia’s universities of the third age
provides inspiration and reference for the development of China’s senior universities. Firstly, it attracts the
elderly from near and far with the concept of equality. Secondly, it offers connectivity both inside and outside
the classroom to expand the scope of learning space. Thirdly, it stimulates the vitality of the elderly with the
sense of worthiness. Fourth, it helps the elderly integrate into society by building informal environment
teaching.

Keywords: university of the third age; education for the elderly; school-running mode; Australia
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