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From Desperation to Defense: Analysis of Child Image in Toni Morrison’s

Novels from Power Perspective
CAO Yujie
(1. School of Foreign Languages, LLongdong University, Qingyang Gansu 745000, China;
2. Center for Foreign Literature and Culture,Guangdong University of Foreign Studies, Guangzhou 510420, China)

Abstract: In Toni Morrison’s works, the child image can be divided into three types that are constantly
evolving: the first obedient and submissive child represented by Pecora develops into a rebellious and defeated
child represented by Sula, and finally evolves into the image of Bride who has realized self-rebirth. Morrison
shows the real life state of the black through the eyes of children, highlighting the irrationality and
inhumanity of racial discrimination under the operation of the power mechanism. At the same time, through
the gradual development of the image of black children, it symbolizes the growth, resistance and hope of the
black nation.

Keywords: child image; power and discourse; panopticism; Toni Morrison’s novels
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The Dilemma of Media Transformation Under Commercial Aesthetics:
An Exploration of the Literary Film Adaptation of the Movie The Great Gatsby
from the Perspective of Cross-media Narrative
LIN Wei
(School of Foreign Languages, Guangzhou University of Chinese Medicine, Guangzhou 510403, China)

Abstract: Literary film adaptation is the focus of cross-media narrative research. Taking the movie The
Great Gatsby (2013 edition) as an example, this paper analyzes the semantic change incurred in the process of
the adaptation, in particular, the narrative distance, narrative space and the characterization, and focuses on
the “super-discourse” characteristics of the intuitive and flowing images. In addition, the paper studies the
important role of anti-narrative factors in the ideographic structure of film art, so as to reveal the dialectical
relationship between the image presentation space and the inner story space, and then points out the
challenges and outlets faced by literary film adaptation under the logic of commercial aesthetics.

Keywords: cross-media narrative; film adaptation; emergent effect; super-discourse; commercial aesthetics
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