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Seeking Truth of the Mouse: Cultural Interpretation of “Mouse” in Chinese

from the Perspective of Cognitive Metaphor
HUANG Jiaojun', LI Guoying®
(1. School of Culture and Media, Guiyang University, Guiyang 550005, China;
2. Qingyan Guihuang Middle School, Guiyang 550027, China)
Abstract: The mouse is not only a common mammal in China, but also a special cultural animal in the
Chinese vocabulary system. Taking the mice related characters in Erya as the research object, this paper
interprets the mice culture from the perspective of cognitive metaphor, and finds that the metaphor of mice in

’ to the God of vomiting treasure and fortune, and the

Chinese has evolved from the greedy“Great Mouse’
spirit of creation of the universe. The reason is that the philosophical concept of “harmony of Yin and Yang
and equality of all things” plays an important role, which makes the Chinese mice culture distinctive and
dynamic in the world culture.

Keywords: cognitive metaphor; mouse; cultural animal; interpret; Erya
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