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The Lost Black Box: A Study on Central Significance of the Chapter of

Stavrogin’s Con fession
ZHENG Xiaoting
(College of Foreign Languages, Capital Normal University, Beijing 100089, China)

Abstract: Since Dostoevsky’s The Possessed (Becot) has been published, the Chapter 9 Stavrogin’s

Confession has not been included because of its “obscenity”. The writer himself attaches great importance to

this chapter at the stage of conception and editing of the novel, and regards it as the ideological and structural

center of the novel. The spiritual tragedy of the protagonist reaches its peak from this chapter; the split and

duality of love leads to Stavrogin’s failure to interact with women. The re-examination of this chapter is of

profound significance to the re-interpretation and reception of The Possessed » and even to Dostoevsky’s

complicated attitude toward women.

Keywords: F. Dostoevsky; Stavrogin’s Confession; The Possessed ; female
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