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On the Cultivation and Trade of Medicinal Materials in the Song Dynasty

SHI Lingge

(Faculty of Humanities, Tongren University, Tongren Guizhou 554300, China)

Abstract: In the Song Dynasty, the medicinal planting industry has become an important part in the
agricultural economy. It has a large number of planting populations, large planting scales, fine technology.,
and high degree of commercialization than the previous generation. The advancement of medicine in the Song
Dynasty and the development of commercial circulation have promoted the separation of the medicinal
planting industry from agriculture and become an independent commercialization industry with a high degree
of commercialization. The commercialized cultivation of medicinal materials in the Song Dynasty broke the
dominant position of the natural economy in the planting industry and became a symbol of the transition from
the traditional agricultural economy to the commodity economy. It plays an important role in the history of
the development of Chinese medicinal materials and the history of medicinal materials trade.

Keywords: Song Dynasty; traditional Chinese medicinal materials; planting; trade
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