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On the Narrative Function of Electric Light in Midnight
LI Jingjing, ZHANG Xiaodong
(School of Literature, Fuyang Normal College, Fuyang Anhui 236000, China)

Abstract: As one of the living utensils of modern human society, the basic function of electric light is
lighting. With this artificial “image” artist, the unique discovery of history and reality is performed. In
Midnight, Mao Dun excavates the modern meaning of electric light. First of all, the lights of the street
lamps witness the farewell of the decaying things. Secondly, the electric lights in the factory and residence
witness the transformation of interpersonal relationship. Finally, the electric lights in the study witness the
blackmail on the vanity fair and the evil of human nature. Compared with the kerosene lamps written by other
writers, the candlelight in Midnight is less warm, but objectively presents the truth of this complex world.

Keywords: Midnight; electric light; narration function; urban life
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On the Plots Involving “Detectives Dressed up to Investigate

into Cases” in Detective Novels:
Taking The Judge Dee Mystery and Suspicions in the Fo Island as an Example
WANG Fan
(School of Literature, Shandong Normal University, Jinan 250014, China)

Abstract: The plot involving “detectives dressed up to investigate into cases” is an important genre of
plot in detective fiction, which are typical in Robert van Gulik’ s The Judge Dee Mystery and Cao
Zhengwen’s Suspicions in the Fo Island. The plot involving “detectives dressed up to investigate into cases”
can not only strengthen suspicion and tortuosity of plots in detective fiction, but also reflect the artistic
inheritance relationship and image rheology in the detective fiction’ evolution.

Keywords: detective fiction; detectives dressed up to investigate into cases; The Judge Dee Mystery;

Suspicions in the Fo Island
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