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On the Qing Dynasty Scholar Jiang Tong’s Analysis and Evaluation About the

Theory of Non-importance and Importance in Guan Zi
ZHANG Yanli
(Institute of Qi Culture, Shandong University of Technology, Zibo Shandong 255000, China)
Abstract: The theory of non-importance and importance in Guan Zi emphasizes macro-control and pays
attention to maintaining the balance of supply and demand in the market, which is highly instructive and
practical. Through his personal experience and feelings, Jiang Tong, a scholar in the Qing Dynasty, wrote
the book of Shang Yang Zi Lun Guan Zi: Non-im portance and Im portance on the phenomenon of farmers
in Wuxi where the harvest of rice grains was good at that time, and analyzed the reasons for the low price of
grains. The status of grains and its influence on the national governance are used to judge and analyze the
thoughts of non-importance and importance in Guan Zi. With a mentality of worrying about the country and
the people and paying attention to reality, Jiang Tong employed the theory of non-importance and importance
in Guan Zi, hoping to find a reasonable solution to the sharp economic contradictions in the society.
Keywords: Guan Zi; the theory of non-importance and importance; Jiang Tong; practical application
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