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A Comparison Between Newman’s “Gentleman” Education

Thought and Confucius’s “Junzi” Education Thought
ZHU Jingren, GE Qi
(The Institute of Higher Education, Anhui University, Hefei 230039, China)

Abstract: Newman and Confucius are two famous educators living in different times and with different
cultural backgrounds. Comparing their educational thoughts can provide a valuable reference for today’s
quality education. The connotation of Newman’s “Gentleman” education thought and Confucius’s “Junzi”
education thought are “harmonious but different”. The “harmony” is reflected in the fact that they both
embody the characteristics of the times in their educational thinking, emphasizing the inheritance of local
culture, the social edification of the ideal personality, and the educational methods of inspiration and
guidance for self-learning. And their differences are reflected in the realization path of their pursuit of ideal
personality, the openness of educational content and the object of education. The comparative study of the
two educational thoughts enlightens that the current educational reform should focus on cultivating a strong
sense of social responsibility among students, pay attention to moral education of establishing virtue and
cultivating moral character, and strengthen the university general education in universities with broad
knowledge.

Keywords: Confucius; Newman; “Gentleman” education; “Junzi” education
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