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Social Trust, Environmental Concerns and Residents’

Willingness to Pay for the Environment:
Analysis Based on CGSS2021 Data
QIAN Yuxia, CAO Changfang
(School of Management Engineering, Anhui Institute of Information Technology .,
Wuhu Anhui 241000, China)

Abstract: Strengthening environmental protection is the key to achieving sustainable development, and
the willingness of residents to pay for the environment is an important driving force to promote
environmental protection. Based on the data of CGSS2021, the paper analyzes the influencing factors of
Chinese residents’ willingness to pay for environment. The results show that the overall level of
environmental payment willingness of Chinese residents is not high, and the most acceptable environmental
protection price is to pay a higher price. Political status, social trust and environmental concerns have
significant positive effects on environmental payment intention. Age has a significant negative effect on the
willingness to pay for environment. Moreover, environmental concerns play a partial mediating role between
social trust and environmental payment intention. Therefore, improving social trust helps to strengthen
residents’ attention to environmental issues, thereby improving their willingness to pay for the environment,
promoting ecological environmental protection, and building a beautiful China.

Keywords: willingness to pay for the environment; social trust; environmental concerns; CGSS2021
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