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A Study of L2 Vocabulary Attrition in the Context of L3

ZHUANG Xiaoling
(School of Foreign Studies, Anhui University, Hefei 230601, China)

Abstract: Taking [.3-major college students in China as its subjects, questionnaires and vocabulary tests
as its experimental instruments, this study probes into the second language (1.2) vocabulary attrition in the
context of the third language (1.3). The results of the subjects’ 1.2 vocabulary attrition after half a year’s
zero formal training of 1.2 reveal: in the context of 1.3, 1.2 vocabulary has undergone significant attrition; 1.3
types exert no significant influence on 1.2 vocabulary attrition; acquisition order plays a significant role in 1.2
vocabulary attrition (words learned in senior high school suffer from more serious attrition than those learned
in junior high school), echoing Jakobson’s Regression Hypothesis; part of speech, word length and
frequency have some impact on 1.2 vocabulary attrition embodied in the fact that nouns, verbs, short words,
the mono-syllabled and the less frequent are more prone to attrition.

Keywords: 1.2 vocabulary attrition; the context of L3; non-linguistic factors; linguistic factors; words

more vulnerable to attrition
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