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“Respecting Etiquette” and “Praising Love”: the Culture of Anhui in Ming and
Qing Dynasty and Women’s Opera Creation
JIANG Xiao-ping
(Art School, Anhui University, Hefei 230601, China )

Abstract: The paper tries to answer these questions: why are there more than a quarter of the total number of
women playwrights in the Ming and Qing Dynasties in Anhui area? What effect does the region and family
environment women lived have on their opera creation? The paper points out Anhui area attaches great importance
to the cultural background of women’s education, the good taste and elegance of women’s family. The prosperity of
Anhui opera forms the regional cultural background of the women opera. The culture of Anhui province gives
women the concept of “respecting etiquette and valuing morality”, which achieves the praise of elegance. Anhui
women’ s opera creation is not only an echo of the era culture, but also the inheritance and development of former
generation of men and women’s opera creation.

Key words: culture of Anhui province; women playwright ; respecting etiquette and valuing morality
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