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A New Discussion on the Retrial

in Commentary on the Waterways Classic of Hu Shi
Luo Shui-rong
(School of Life Science, Huizhou University, Huizhou Guangdong 516007, China)

Abstract: The case of Commentary on the Waterways Classic was rethought by Hu Shi, which has made a
great impact in academia, so exploring the context of the matter could make us understand the academic
development at that time. From Hu Shi’ s inconsistent words and deeds, cherishing the reputation of his individual
character and his research of Dai Zhen, the reason why he tries to involve in the mystery is that he wants to not only
defend Dai against false accusations but also defend himself. Hu Shi proposes using the “scientific method” to track
the case down, while the four words are employed in practice, i.e. diligence, caution, gentleness and slowness.
However, he fails to reverse the verdict of Dai Zhen, which causes some arguments in academia instead. Anyhow,
the retrial of Commentary on the Waterways Classic by Hu Shi not only makes contributions to research on Li, but
also inspires the later researchers because of his rigorous studying attitude during the research.

Key words: Hu Shi; the case of Commentary on the Waterways Classic; reason; method; dispute
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