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Practical Wisdom of “Enlightenment” Thoughts in Tongcheng Culture

ZHANG Yuan
(School of Marxism, HuaiHai Institute of Technology, Lianyungang Jiangsu 222005, China)

Abstract: This paper aims to excavate the ideology of “Enlightenment” in Tongcheng culture and provide
ideological resources and nutritional factors for the construction of socialist harmonious society, the promotion of
national governance system and the modernization of governance capacity. Through analysis of Tongcheng culture
of “Enlightenment” of thought, it finds out the rule that governs the people, which in turn is the rule of the heart. It
is better to teach people to do good than to issue good decrees. The specific forms include performance of education,
revitalization of education, supervision instruction, the initiative “education” , people with “culture” , “cultivating
the personality” , educating people, and “acquiring things by means of virtues”. The main lectures, Renxian school
teaching encyclical and the creation of academy and other ways can be adopted to teach the lower classes of folk
education, enlighten and regulate the people with the traditional learning morality, and cultivate the people’ s
ideological spirit. Therefore, the inner and emotional life of the people will change, who will understand the rituals,
shame, and morality. A sustained and stable spirit of consciousness and behavior can help reach the core of
Tongcheng culture.

Key words: Tongcheng culture; Enlightenment of thought; Enlightenment of people’s spirit

[T B &)

86



